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trick of distributing transcripts of a poem broad-
cast with the hope of reaping abundant recom-
pense. For him Dckkcr, though the most poverty-
stricken of authors, had profound contempt. In
the opening scene of the Second Part of The
Honest Whm he shows Antonio Gcorgio, a poor
scholar, waiting upon Hippolito with a tribute,
and the following colloquy ensues:
lllp. A book!
Ant*                 Yes* my good lord,
lllp.                                   Sir, you honour mo.
Kings may he scholars* patrons, but faith, tell
mo
To how many hands beside hath the bird
flown.
How many partners share with me?
Ant. In troth, not one. Your name I hold most dear;
I'm not, my lord* of that low character*
To grasp the attitude of the cultured in the
late sixteenth century is to comprehend why
Shakespeare expressed himself in the Sonnets as
shamed by what he had brought forth* Yet
wonder still continues to be confessed by the
sciolist that he never took the trouble to dedicate
a play to anybody! Even had he been so inclined,
the dead weight of custom and opinion would
have checked the impulse during the major por-
tion of Ms career* Not until he was on the verge